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December 9, 2008

Statement by Joseph M. O’Keefe, S.J.
Dean, Lynch School of Education at Boston College

I am delighted to participate in the release of IEA’s TIMSS 2007 International Mathematics and Science Reports, an international assessment of students’ achievement in mathematics and science at the fourth and eighth grades. Today, we are releasing the fourth cycle in this on-going project undertaken by the TIMSS and PIRLS International Study Center at the Lynch School of Education at Boston College, in cooperation with IEA (International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement). 

Let me begin by expressing my admiration and gratitude to all of those who have worked with such diligence and skill on this very important initiative, especially my colleagues Dr. Ina Mullis and Dr. Michael (Mick) Martin. The TIMSS and PIRLS International Study Center, which they direct, makes an invaluable contribution to the intellectual life of Boston College and its research profile. I am also grateful to the IEA for providing the resources that allow this work to go forward.

In an ever more globalized world, international comparative studies of educational achievement are increasingly important. TIMSS 2007 includes a wide variety of countries across the world, 59 in number, along with eight benchmarking entities. The breadth of the sample offers countless opportunities for nations and states to compare the math and science achievement of their children with others. 

Comparison of scores across nations is but one aspect of TIMSS 2007. The major purpose of TIMSS is the improvement of teaching and learning, by providing data that help countries identify strengths and weaknesses in achievement, monitor trends over time, and identify factors associated with high student achievement.

Before I hand the microphone on to Ina Mullis and Mick Martin, who will provide a summary of the major findings of TIMSS 2007, I want to confirm Boston College’s unwavering commitment to the vital work of the TIMSS and PIRLS International Study Center and to reiterate my expression of gratitude and congratulations.
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